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''In the face of much handwringing over higher education in America today, this eclectic set of essays offers
an engaging call to sustain core values like civic education, the liberal arts, intellectual community and not
pandering to fake science, even as a hugely different population with very different needs and desires fills
college classrooms.'' -- Karen Arenson, Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow and former New York Times
reporter and editor

''What Is College For? makes a powerful, compelling case for the civic purpose of higher education and
provides sensible strategies for renewing and strengthening that purpose. At a time when education for profit
often undermines education for the public good, Lagemann and Lewis have made a much-needed
contribution to our understanding, as well as our ability to work effectively to fulfill the democratic mission
of America's colleges and universities.'' -- Ira Harkavy, Associate Vice President and Director, Netter
Center for Community Partnerships, University of Pennsylvania

''A distinguished group of scholars offers wise, crisp, and occasionally heretical analyses of an often-ignored
question: Why is the quality and direction of higher education a matter of public purpose that demands
public examination? Lagemann and Lewis offer us a combination of exposition and provocation that is
required reading for educators unafraid of asking Why.'' -- Lee S. Shulman, President Emeritus, The
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education
Emeritus, Stanford University
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At a time when higher education attendance has never felt more mandatory for career success and economic
growth, the distinguished contributors to this provocative collection ask readers to consider the civic mission
of higher education as equally vital to the nation's well-being. Should higher education serve a greater public
interest? In what ways should colleges and universities be asked to participate in public controversies? What
should we expect institutions of higher education to contribute to the development of honesty and ethical
judgment in the civic sphere? What should colleges do to foster greater intellectual curiosity and aesthetic
appreciation in their students and communities, and why is this important for all Americans?
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barney:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book What is College For? The Public Purpose of
Higher Education. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important some sort of book What is College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Robert Carroll:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book What is College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education was
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book What is College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book What is
College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education. You never feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Tyler Cote:

The book untitled What is College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education contain a lot of information
on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Sharon Wilson:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in
your reading list is What is College For? The Public Purpose of Higher Education. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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