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In a work rich in maritime lore and brimming with original historical detail, Eric Jay Dolin, the best-
selling author of Leviathan, presents an epic history of American lighthouses, telling the story of
America through the prism of its beloved coastal sentinels.

Set against the backdrop of an expanding nation, Brilliant Beacons traces the evolution of America's
lighthouse system from its earliest days, highlighting the political, military, and technological battles fought
to illuminate the nation's hardscrabble coastlines. Beginning with "Boston Light," America’s first lighthouse,
Dolin shows how the story of America, from colony to regional backwater, to fledging nation, and eventually
to global industrial power, can be illustrated through its lighthouses.

Even in the colonial era, the question of how best to solve the collective problem of lighting our ports, reefs,
and coasts through a patchwork of private interests and independent localities telegraphed the great
American debate over federalism and the role of a centralized government. As the nation expanded,
throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, so too did the coastlines in need of illumination,
from New England to the Gulf of Mexico, the Great Lakes, the Pacific Coast all the way to Alaska. In
Dolin's hands we see how each of these beacons tell its own story of political squabbling, technological
advancement, engineering marvel, and individual derring-do.

In rollicking detail, Dolin treats readers to a memorable cast of characters, from the penny-pinching Treasury
official Stephen Pleasonton, who hamstrung the country's efforts to adopt the revolutionary Fresnel lens, to
the indomitable Katherine Walker, who presided so heroically over New York Harbor as keeper at Robbins
Reef Lighthouse that she was hailed as a genuine New York City folk hero upon her death in 1931. He also
animates American military history from the Revolution to the Civil War and presents tales both humorous
and harrowing of soldiers, saboteurs, Civil War battles, ruthless egg collectors, and, most important, the
lighthouse keepers themselves, men and women who often performed astonishing acts of heroism in carrying
out their duties.

In the modern world of GPS and satellite-monitored shipping lanes, Brilliant Beacons forms a poignant
elegy for the bygone days of the lighthouse, a symbol of American ingenuity that served as both a warning
and a sign of hope for generations of mariners; and it also shows how these sentinels have endured, retaining
their vibrancy to the present day. Containing over 150 photographs and illustrations, Brilliant
Beacons vividly reframes America's history.

112 illustrations; 8 pages of color
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

This Brilliant Beacons: A History of the American Lighthouse book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Brilliant Beacons: A History of the American Lighthouse without we realize teach the
one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Brilliant Beacons: A History
of the American Lighthouse can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Brilliant Beacons: A History of
the American Lighthouse having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Mark Bottoms:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Brilliant Beacons: A History of the
American Lighthouse is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Carla Arbogast:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Brilliant Beacons: A History of the American Lighthouse.

Mandy Jackson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Brilliant Beacons: A History
of the American Lighthouse that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want



to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Brilliant Beacons: A History of the
American Lighthouse become your current starter.
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