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This collection of essays examines alternative theories about persons and personal identity at the beginning
and end of life. The contributions seek to answer the important question, When does a person begin and
cease to exist?

While the concept of personhood has figured prominently in contemporary debates over abortion and stem
cell research, this is the first anthology to combine in a single volume both various theoretical perspectives
and consideration of the more practical, bioethical issues. These essays are gathered from a rich tradition of
philosophical and religious readings on the subject, from René Descartes’s Meditations on First Philosophy
and John Locke’s Essay concerning Human Understanding to more modern discussions on persons living
with dementia and on the definition of death.

Organized chronologically, these works address three broad topics: theories of persons, persons at the
beginning of life, and persons at the end of life. The first section offers differing views on the nature of
persons that have influenced ontological and bioethical discussions of the subject. Essays in the next section
track the debate over abortion and the moral status of embryos. The last section explores alternative
definitions and determinations of death.

Defining the Beginning and End of Life is a useful resource for examining the connection between theoretical
and bioethical considerations about persons. It will engage bioethicists and philosophers as well as inform
policy and law regarding issues at the beginning and end of life.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Defining the Beginning and End of Life: Readings on
Personal Identity and Bioethics.

Kimberly Dyson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Defining the Beginning and End of Life:
Readings on Personal Identity and Bioethics to read.

Myrtle Galloway:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Defining the Beginning and End of
Life: Readings on Personal Identity and Bioethics book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Glen Hall:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Defining the Beginning and End of Life:
Readings on Personal Identity and Bioethics book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Defining the Beginning and End of Life: Readings on Personal Identity and Bioethics as good
book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book
by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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