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Chronicling the British pursuit of the legendary El Dorado, Masters of All They Surveyed tells the fascinating
story of geography, cartography, and scientific exploration in Britain's unique South American colony,
Guyana. How did nineteenth-century Europeans turn areas they called terra incognita into bounded colonial
territories? How did a tender-footed gentleman, predisposed to seasickness (and unable to swim), make his
way up churning rivers into thick jungle, arid savanna, and forbidding mountain ranges, survive for the better
part of a decade, and emerge with a map? What did that map mean?

In answering these questions, D. Graham Burnett brings to light the work of several such explorers,
particularly Sir Robert H. Schomburgk, the man who claimed to be the first to reach the site of Ralegh's El
Dorado. Commissioned by the Royal Geographical Society and later by the British Crown, Schomburgk
explored and mapped regions in modern Brazil, Venezuela, and Guyana, always in close contact with
Amerindian communities. Drawing heavily on the maps, reports, and letters that Schomburgk sent back to
England, and especially on the luxuriant images of survey landmarks in his Twelve Views in the Interior of
Guiana (reproduced in color in this book), Burnett shows how a vast network of traverse surveys,
illustrations, and travel narratives not only laid out the official boundaries of British Guiana but also marked
out a symbolic landscape that fired the British imperial imagination.

Engagingly written and beautifully illustrated, Masters of All They Surveyed will interest anyone who wants
to understand the histories of colonialism and science.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Kennard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Masters of All
They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration,
Geography, and a British El Doradois the main of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Melinda Gregory:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography,
and a British El Dorado can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Masters of All
They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and a British El Dorado.

Effie Phillips:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and
a British El Dorado was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book which you wanted.

Robert Murphy:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration,
Geography, and a British El Dorado or even others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Masters of All They Surveyed: Exploration, Geography, and



a British El Dorado to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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