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“Deftly uses the available parish registers to document the stages of the coming of African men and women
to Puerto Rico in the eighteenth century and reveals patterns of family formation and bonds of solidarity
among the African slaves and with the rest of society.”—
Fernando Pico, author of Puerto Rico Remembered
 
“An exceptionally well researched, highly original, cogently argued and engagingly written
work.”—Franklin W. Knight, coeditor of Contemporary Caribbean Cultures and Societies in a Global
Context
 
“A welcome contribution to the history of eighteenth-century Puerto Rico and an important model for
anyone using sacramental records to study slave life in colonial Latin America.”—David Wheat, Michigan
State University
 
Scholarship on slavery in the Caribbean frequently emphasizes sugar and tobacco production, but this unique
work illustrates the importance of the region’s hato economy—a combination of livestock ranching,
foodstuff cultivation, and timber harvesting—on the living patterns among slave communities.

David Stark makes use of extensive Catholic parish records to provide a comprehensive examination of
slavery in Puerto Rico and across the Spanish Caribbean. He reconstructs slave families to examine
incidences of marriage, as well as birth and death rates. The result are never-before-analyzed details on how
many enslaved Africans came to Puerto Rico, where they came from, and how their populations grew
through natural increase.

Stark convincingly argues that when animal husbandry drove much of the island’s economy, slavery was less
harsh than in better-known plantation regimes geared toward crop cultivation. Slaves in the hato economy
experienced more favorable conditions for family formation, relatively relaxed work regimes, higher fertility
rates, and lower mortality rates.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Slave Families and the Hato
Economy in Puerto Rico is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Samuel Lester:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Slave Families and the Hato
Economy in Puerto Rico is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Alan Sours:

This Slave Families and the Hato Economy in Puerto Rico usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Slave Families and the Hato Economy in
Puerto Rico can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Slave Families and the Hato Economy in Puerto Rico forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Amy Zambrano:

The guide untitled Slave Families and the Hato Economy in Puerto Rico is the e-book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Slave Families and the Hato Economy in Puerto Rico from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.
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