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“I am completely an elitist, in the cultural but emphatically not the social sense. I prefer the good to the bad,
the articulate to the mumbling, the aesthetically developed to the merely primitive, and full to partial
consciousness. I love the spectacle of skill, whether it’s an expert gardener at work, or a good carpenter
chopping dovetails . . . I don’t think stupid or ill-read people are as good to be with as wise and fully literate
ones. I would rather watch a great tennis player than a mediocre one . . . Consequently, most of the human
race doesn’t matter much to me, outside the normal and necessary frame of courtesy and the obligation to
respect human rights. I see no reason to squirm around apologizing for this. I am, after all, a cultural critic,
and my main job is to distinguish the good from the second-rate.”

Robert Hughes wrote with brutal honesty about art, architecture, culture, religion, and himself. He translated
his passions—of which there were many, both positive and negative—brilliantly, convincingly, and with
vitality and immediacy, always holding himself to the same rigorous standards of skill, authenticity, and
significance that he did his subjects. There never was, and never will be again, a voice like this. In this
volume, that voice rings clear through a gathering of some of his most unforgettable writings, culled from
nine of his most widely read and important books. This selection shows his enormous range and gives us a
uniquely cohesive view of both the critic and the man.

Most revealing, and most thrilling for Hughes’s legions of fans, are the never-before-published pages from
his unfinished second volume of memoirs. These last writings show Robert Hughes at the height of his
powers and can be read only with pleasure and a tinge of sadness that his extraordinary voice is no longer
here to educate us as well as to clarify and define our world.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of
Robert Hughes.

Lisa Maurer:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of
Robert Hughes. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Noemi Burns:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Spectacle of
Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert
Hughesis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Cheryl Kirkland:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. So , this The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes can
make you sense more interested to read.
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